
 

Disciplinary Focus: Human and Social Sciences 

Enquiry Question: How does a celebration bring a community together? 

(Christian/Muslim/Jewish) 

Essential Outcomes 

Pupils are able to: 

 To recognise the meanings of the term Christian, Jewish and Muslim. 

 To recognise practices associated with the festivals of (Christmas) and (Eid-ul-Fitr) or Hanukah. * 

 To recognise ways in which a celebration can encourage a sense of belonging within a faith 

community. 

Core Knowledge Key Words 

 To explain how and why Christians celebrate Christmas/Easter. 

 To explain how and why Muslims celebrate (Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha). 

 To explain how and why Jews celebrate Hanukah 

 To understand how these festivals help to bring the religious communities 

together. 
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Exemplar Learning Activities 

 Explore the traditions of Christmas (carol singing, praying, laying out a nativity set, retelling the story 

of Christmas, posada) in order to understand how a community is drawn together through them 

 Visit the local Church to find out how the local Christian community comes together at Christmas. 

Interview a church leader about importance of celebrations. 

 Explore artefacts, books and speak to Muslim believers to understand what it means to take part in 

the celebration of Eid-ul-Fitr, in order to understand how a community is drawn together through 

them. 

 Explore the story of Hanukah and the symbolism of the Hanukkiah, dreidel and fried foods. 

Explore how Jewish people celebrate this festival food, parties, the 8 days of lighting the Hanukkiah 

means that Hanukah has a dual message the importance of religious and political freedom, and the 

responsibility if need be to fight in defense of those values. Modern Hanukah gives Jews a sense of 

community and survival. 

  Explore cross-curricular links with Art or Design Technology by creating traditional celebration 

food/cards/artwork/music for Christmas and Eid-ul-Fitr. Reflect on how it might bring a community 

together through shared experience. 

Notes 

*Whilst we have recommended Christmas, Eid-ul-Fitr and Hanukah, this is guidance, and other 

festivals can be used. 

Hanukah - This is a minor festival, post Biblical/TaNaK that has tenuous links with belief and much 



more to do with resilience, oppression, martyrdom and survival. 

 

What are the Hanukah lights saying to Jewish people? 

 Never be afraid to stand up for what’s right. Judah Maccabee and his band faced daunting odds, but 

that didn’t stop them.  

 A little light goes a long way. The Hanukah candles are lit at night. They are placed outside or at a 

window. The lights are a beacon to all Jews.  No matter how dark the times are stick to your 

beliefs because they can transform the world and the darkness itself into light. 

 Take it to the streets. Hanukah is unique in that it is observed in public. It’s not enough to be a Jew 

at heart, or even at home. Hanukah teaches us to shine outwards into our surroundings by setting 

an example by keeping our agreement with God and keeping the commandments.  

 Don't be ashamed to perform mitzvahs, our laws. Be like a menorah, proudly proclaiming its 

radiant uniqueness for all to see. 

 

 


