
 

Disciplinary Focus: Human and Social Sciences 

Enquiry Question: How do religious groups contribute to society and culture in the local area 
and beyond? (Christianity and Hinduism) 

Essential Outcomes  

Pupils are able to: 

• Describe ways in which the Christian beliefs in God’s compassion for the poor and the value of all 
people as equal in God’s sight impact on and influence individual lives, communities and society. 

• Describe ways in which dharma impacts on and influences Hindu life and society. 
• Describe some of the varying ways in which religious beliefs are practised both locally and globally 

with reference to Christianity and Hinduism. 
• Identify ways in which beliefs might make a Christian or Hindu think about how they live their life. 

Core Knowledge  

• Christian teachings about compassion and care for the most vulnerable in 
society, eg, Agape, “Love your neighbour …” 

• Hindu teachings about compassion and care for the most vulnerable in society, 
eg, seva (to serve selflessly), following dharma (duty). 

• The life and work of a Christian individual whose faith impacts (or impacted) on 
their actions e.g. Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa, Edith Cavell. 

• The role of the Hindu community in charity work as an expression of dharma.  
E.g. Sewa UK, Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushtottam Swaminarayan Sanstha. 

• The life and work of a Hindu whose faith impacts (or impacted on) their actions 
e.g. Mahatma Gandhi, Sannyasins. 
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Exemplar Learning Activities  

• What teachings from the Bible cause Christians to want to have a positive impact on their 
communities and society? Copy several Bible verses about helping the poor to the middle of pieces 
of paper. Children use these as the basis of a silent conversation.  

• Practical examples of the work of Christians to help the poor in local, national and global contexts 
• The life and work of a Christian individual whose faith impacted on their actions e.g. Martin Luther 

King, Mother Teresa, Edith Cavell. 
• What teachings in Hinduism cause Hindus to want to have a positive impact on their communities 

and society? Dharma (duties, virtues and the right way of living), seva (The Spirit of Service). 
• Practical examples of the work of Hindus to help the poor e.g. Sewa UK, Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar 

Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (The BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha is a spiritual, volunteer-driven 
organization dedicated to improving society through individual growth by fostering the Hindu ideals 
of faith, unity, and selfless service). 

• The life and work of a Hindu individual whose faith impacted on their actions e.g. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Sannyasins (Sannyasa is a form of asceticism, marked by renunciation of material desires and 
prejudices, represented by a state of disinterest and detachment from material life, and has the 
purpose of spending one's life in peaceful, love-inspired, simple spiritual life. An individual in Sanyasa 
is known as a Sannyasi (male) or Sannyasini (female) which in many ways parallel to the monk and 
nun traditions of Christianity). 

 


