Disciplinary Focus: Human and Social Sciences

Enquiry Question: How has belief in Christianity/Islam impacted on music and art throughout
history? (Christian/Muslim)

Essential Outcomes

Pupils are able to:

Show awareness that talking about religion and belief can be complex.

Explain how beliefs impact on and influence individual lives, communities and society, and how
individuals, communities and society can also shape beliefs.

Describe ways in which beliefs shape the way Christians/Muslims view the world in which they live
and how they view others.

Core Knowledge Key Words
e Explain divergent role of music in worship and festivals in the life of Aniconism
the Christian Church. Architecture Symbolic
e Explain how art has been used in Christianity to reflect key events Church
and facilitate worship. Expressions
e Explain key teachings from the Quran, the Hadith and important Hadith
Muslim teachers (Al-Ghazali) in regard to the use of music and art. Hymn
e Explain, using a range of reasons, responses to instances of lconoclasm
Aniconism and lconoclasm in Muslims and Christian history. Mosque
Patronage
Prophet

Exemplar Learning Activities

Using the European Renaissance as a starting point look at the many frescos, statues and paintings
that adorn Catholic churches across Europe. Explore the Creation of Adam from the Sistine Chapel by
Michelangelo in I512AD.

Using this art ask questions about the role pictorial representations of Bible stories, discussing the
concept of illiteracy before the days of widespread free education.

Listen to Allegri’s Miserere Mei and ask the children what it sounds like. The ‘heavenly’ sound is
designed to glorify God and was rumoured to have been jealously guarded by the original
performers.

Discuss the languages of the Christian Church, including Aramaic, Greek, Latin and later German and
English during The Reformation. How did this democratise the Bible and make it more freely
available to read? What was the effect on the centralised nature of Christianity?

Looking at Islamic art from the Islamic Golden Age (800-1258AD) and its calligraphy, architecture
and geometric patterns make a direct comparison between the decoration of Mosques and
Catholic/Eastern Orthodox churches. Explore the art that survives from that era.

Discuss the controversy surrounding music in Islam and its permissibility. Discuss thinkers such as
Al-Ghazali (see notes) who found it permissible in certain circumstances. Look at Sunni, Shiite and
Sufi attitudes towards music and musical instruments (see notes).

Explore the Hadith and the rulings on music and Aniconism (the prohibition of the depiction of
sentient beings in Islamic art). Look at the various instances of Aniconism or lconoclasm that occur




in Christianity History too such as the burning of statues and the whitewashing of the walls of
churches across Tudor England.

e Explore the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey as an example of the changing face of both Christianity
and Islam. Look at this versus the Mosque—Cathedral of Cérdoba in Spain for a Mosque to Cathedral
transformation.

Notes

o “Whoever says that all music is prohibited, let him also claim that the songs of the
birds are prohibited’’- Al-Ghazali

e The Narration of Al-Bukhaaree:

The Prophet said: "There will be [at some future time] people from my Ummah who will seek to
make lawful fornication, the wearing of silk, wine drinking and the use of musical
instruments [ma'aazif]. Some people will stay at the side of the mountain and when their
shepherd comes in the evening to ask them for his needs, they will say: 'Return to us
tomorrow'. Then Allah will destroy them during the night by causing the mountain to fall
upon them, while He changes others into apes and swine. They will remain in such a state
until the Day of Resurrection."

e Hagia Sophia: The former Eastern Orthodox cathedral was converted first into a Roman Catholic
Cathedral in 1204, then into a Mosque in 1453 until it was turned into a museum in 1935, which
it remains to this day.




