
 

 

Disciplinary Focus: Human and Social Sciences 

Enquiry Question: Does religion bring peace, conflict or both? 

Essential Outcomes  

Pupils are able to: 

• Recognise the controversial nature of this topic, explaining divergent views relating to it. 
• Explain what at least two religions believe about peace and conflict. 
• Analyse the relationship between peace and pacifism. 
• Begin to analyse and evaluate the role of religion in peace and conflict in real life situations, i.e., 

Northern Ireland, South Africa, India, Syria, Jerusalem, Palestine. 

Core Knowledge  

• Moral philosophy: investigation of moral issues such as peace and conflict. 
• Christianity, Hinduism, Islam: individual, community and society: the life and 

work of a Christian/Muslim/Hindu individual whose faith impacted on their 
actions. 

• The impact of Christian/Muslim/Hindu teachings on daily life. 
• Hinduism: ahimsa: non-violence springs naturally from the Hindu belief of unity in 

diversity. 
• The impact of ahimsa on daily life, including many Hindus being vegetarian. 
• The role of the Muslim community in charity work as an expression of their 

faith. 
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Exemplar Learning Activities  

• (May take two lessons) Explore what children already know about Christian, Muslim and Hindu 
beliefs in regard to peace. Explore Leviticus 19:18, Proverbs 20:3 and 1 Thessalonians 5:15 for 
Christianity, identify that they don’t believe in retaliation and want to be at peace with everyone. 
Explore idea of Islam submission to Allah and Qur’an 49:10 and 2:208, but Muslims believe in Holy 
War (Harb al-Muqadis) and the reasons for this. Explore the concept of ahimsa in Hinduism, but that 
sometimes it might be honourable to fight for protection. 

• Discuss and explore the difference between outer- and inner-peace shown through different 
religions, particularly Hinduism, and how this affects how the believers live. 

• Consider the Muslim principles of Greater and Lesser Jihad, and how they impact peace and conflict. 
• Pupils to consider Just War Theory and how it connects to the Christian view on peace and pacifism. 

Can war lead to peace? 
• Explore how members of each religion express their desire for peace, e.g. through charity work, 

prayer, meditation, treating people/animals in a certain way, being missionaries. Do these activities 
promote peace or conflict? 

• Explore symbols of peace for different religions and within the world, e.g. peace sign, dove, crescent 
and star, swastika. What do they make you think of and why? Do they promote peace? 

• Explore and discuss how religions are represented in the news, whether this is more from the 
perspective of peace or conflict. Look at different news articles and what these mean about the 
religion, e.g. Malala Yousafzai returning home to where she was shot, Muslim women wearing 
kippahs to support Jewish women, Hindu priest carrying ‘untouchable’ into a temple. 



 

 

Notes  

Notes: This unit might need more or less teaching for the first suggested activity, depending on prior 
knowledge. 

 
 

 


