
 

 

Disciplinary Focus: Human and Social Sciences 

Enquiry Question: Why is there so much diversity of belief within Christianity? 

Essential Outcomes  

Pupils are able to: 

• Describe the difference between the terms ‘religion’ and ‘belief’. 
• Describe some of the varying ways in which Christianity is practised locally, nationally and globally. 
• Identify events in history which have influenced Christianity, especially the East-West Schism and the 

Reformation. 

Core Knowledge  

• Understand the Church as a global community of Christian believers.  
• Awareness of the concept of denominations within Christianity, along with 

examples e.g. Anglican, Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Free Church, 
Salvation Army. 

• Describe different expressions of Christian worship including for example the 
Eucharist and pilgrimage. 

• The diverse ways in which people celebrate festivals such as Christmas, Easter 
and Pentecost; in particular contrasting two different contexts such as 
local/global or rural/urban. 

• Give of at least two key teachings from religious teachers such as Martin Luther, 
and how the Great Schism and the Reformation impacted Christianity. 
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Exemplar Learning Activities  

• How Christianity spread around the world through history from the Early church onwards - use 
maps and a study of two Bible texts – Matthew 28:18 and Romans 15:22-29 – to teach children 
about the Great Commission and how Christianity spread rapidly around the known world. Move on 
to consider the impact of the Roman Empire and early Saints. 

• The Great Schism (Pope Leo and Charlemagne) and the Reformation (Martin Luther, John Calvin) – 
some basic historical background is needed for both of these events, linking to other periods 
previously studied in history. Timeline and map activities to place in historical and geographical 
context. Some drama activities could help children to understand the key characters involved and 
their viewpoints. Draw out the distinction that although all belong to the same religion, they express 
shared beliefs in different ways. 

• The contemporary picture – where are the Christians? Show the contemporary picture using maps. 
Highlight to children the vast number of Christians in the majority world. A ‘typical’ Christian; a 
‘typical’ church – compare and contrast using pictures from Christian churches and services in a 
variety of contexts – could use pictures in the centre of large pieces of paper for children to write 
around what they can see and questions these provoke / could use pictures for ‘odd one out’ 
strategy (identifying similarities and differences between each one). 

• Choose two or three elements of worship (e.g. prayer, Eucharist, pilgrimage, baptism, music, art), 
and look at how these differ between denominations and around the world. 

• Compare and contrast festivals around the world – e.g. Easter in local C of E churches compared 
with an African, Asian or South American church – what is the same and what different? 

• The local picture – local study of Christian diversity – including visits if possible. 



 

 

Notes  

The Reformation may have been introduced in the unit, ‘Where do Christian religious beliefs come 
from?’ at the beginning of Year 4. 

For helpful subject knowledge on the split between the Eastern (Byzantine) and Roman Catholic church, 
see https://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity/catholicism/the-split-that-created-roman-catholics-
and-eastern-orthodox-catholics/  

 
 

 


