
 

 

Disciplinary Focus: Philosophy/Theology 

Enquiry Question: What does sacrifice mean? (Multi/Humanist) 

Essential Outcomes: 
Pupils are able to: 

• Describe different philosophical and theological answers to questions about sacrifice 

• Identify ways in which beliefs about sacrifice influence the ways Christians and Muslims see 

the world. 

• Identify ways in which beliefs about sacrifice impact the actions of Christians and Muslims 

• Give reasons for more than one point of view on the importance of sacrifice, providing pieces 

of the evidence to support these views in both philosophy and sacred texts. 

Core Knowledge: 
• At least one interpretation of the term ‘sacrifice’ 

• The story of Abraham/Ibrahim and Isaac/Ismail and the place 

of sacrifice in Judaism/Islam 

• Christians believe Jesus was the ‘ultimate’ sacrifice for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

• Religious teachings about self-sacrifice. 

• Humanist views on altruism and charity, considering the 

reasoned approach to these.  
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Exemplar Learning Activities: 
• Look at examples of sacrifice and what it means in different contexts - look at historical and 

scriptural examples of sacrifice. 

• Read the Abraham and Isaac story in the Old Testament as well as the story of Ibrahim and 

Ismail in the Qu’ran. Look at the idea of ritual sacrifice of animals in these religions. 

• Using the above as a context of sacrifice look at the Stations of the Cross and the ‘ultimate’ 

sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of the world. 

• Investigate mentions of the self-sacrifice in the different sacred texts including; 

o ‘They prefer others above themselves, even though poverty become their lot. (LIX:9) 

The Holy Qu’ran. 

o ‘“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake, he is the one who will save it. And He was saying to them, “If anyone wishes to 

come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”’ 

Luke 9:23-24 

• Look at Humanist views on self-sacrifice and altruism and caring for the world around us. 

Looking at Humanist values such as caring for others and the environment may include a kind 

of self-sacrifice that is not dependant on a religious belief. 

• Look at poverty across the globe and locally. Investigate what religious and non-religious 

organisations do about it. Look at charities like Shelter and the work of the Salvation Army as 

well as Islamic Relief. Look at the welfare system and ask where the motivation for it comes 

from. 


