Disciplinary Focus: Philosophy

Enquiry Question: Is believing in God reasonable? (Multi/Humanist)

Essential OQutcomes:
Pupils are able to:

Explain the different philosophical answers to questions relating to meaning and existence.
Explain some of the different ways in which philosophers understand abstract concepts such
as arguments for the existence of God: Ontological, Cosmological or Teleological arguments
as found in the work of St. Thomas Aquinas, for example.

Explain, using a range of reasons, whether a position or argument is coherent and logical.
Link a range of different pieces of evidence together to form a coherent argument to support
or oppose the existence of God.

Core Knowledge: Key Words:

e Varying views about the existence of God: Ontological and Cosmological Cosmological
arguments as found in the work of St. Thomas Aquinas’s Summa argument
Theologiae. Existence

Difference between knowledge, belief and opinions about God’s existence. | Ontological argument
Reasonableness

Teleological
argument

Exemplar Learning Activities:

Look at the Ontological Argument for the Existence of God and examine its reasonableness
to illustrate the argument list all the qualities that God is said to have twice, on two pieces of
paper, then write down the word ‘existence’ and add it on to one. The list with the word
‘existence’ on it will then be the true definition of God as existence makes God greater. Ask if
the children see any problem in this. For example; just adding existence to something
doesn’t make it a different thing; the lists are the same. (see notes)

Look at the Cosmological Argument for the existence of God by examining the scientific
theory of the Big Bang draw a bomb and write universe on it and draw God’s hand lighting
the fuse. Discuss the negative and positive aspects of this argument.

Look at the Humanist approach to God as non-existent and unnecessary to understanding
the world around us. Do people need God to understand existence and truth?

Look at the Teleological Argument (the argument from intelligent design) and ‘the analogy of
the watchmaker’, look at objects and ask what they have in common - a maker.

Look at David Hume’s examples of ‘a flawed world implies a flawed creator’ which would
lead people to be believers in a God that may not deserve worship.

Notes:
http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-ontological-argument/st-anselms-

ontological-argument/existence-is-not-a-predicate/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqgisehuGOyY

St. Thomas Aquinas Summa Theologiae
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