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Our Offer for Previously Looked After Children

Please note that full information about our offers can be found by clicking on the relevant link below. 

Aim and Statutory Remit of the Virtual School
The Virtual School has a duty to promote the educational achievement of previously looked after children through the provision of information and advice to their parents, educators and others who the Virtual School Head considers necessary. This duty applies to all children attending school in the local authority, regardless of where the child lives. 

The Virtual School is not the corporate parent for previously looked after children, so it does not monitor nor is held to account for individual children’s attainment and progress. Any intervention must be by the consent of the parent. 

Our opportunities and offers are open to schools with PLAC students attending. Please visit our Interventions, Opportunities and Projects pages to see what is available for your school or child. Please visit our Training page to see available training opportunities.

Advice and Guidance for Professionals and Parents and Carers
We offer consultations by email, Teams or phone for any professional or parent/carer who needs advice around educational provision for a previously looked after child. If a child is to be identified, it is important that we have parental consent. Please email christina.addenbrooke@essex.gov.uk to set up a consultation or complete a Student Profile. We also work strategically with Designated Teachers and schools through our advisors.

Depending on parental wish and need, the Virtual School can liaise with other services, draw together support and signpost. Our advice and guidance is rooted in attachment and trauma understanding, and where necessary, we can seek further specific guidance from our SEND specialists. Where needed, we can also attend meetings to help implement a plan or resolve difficulties.

Bespoke Trauma-Based Training for Schools
The Virtual, School commissions the Children’s Support Service to provide bespoke, trauma-based training to schools and settings where our cohorts attend. A range of training topics is available, from meeting mental health needs, co-regulation strategies, putting attachment theory into practice, stress analysis, coaching and positive behaviour management. Please see here under ‘Funded Training’ for the booking form.

Bespoke School Support for Cohort
If your school has an idea for a project or intervention for your cohort of PLAC and other students facing barriers, please get in touch with christina.addenbrooke@essex.gov.uk. There may be limited funding available to support pilot studies. We have, for example, supported a transition project, a mental health project and setting up PLAC support groups. 
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